Industrial employment represents the percentage of the total labor force in a
particular industry at the county level. It was calculated at the county level, using the
number of different industry categories which had employment in 2000, the number of
people employed in each industry and the average number of employees for all
industries. Fifteen industry categories were used to determine economic diversity.
The number of these industries was grouped into six broad categories to illustrate
employment diversification through maps. Counties with high values, have a greater
amount of variety in employment in various industries than counties with low values.
The number of therse industries with employment could vary by county as more
economically varied counties (e.g., metropolitan counties) generally have greater
numbers of industries.
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